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to rural manors. Thus Chichester contained 142 houses
attached to 44 manors, and Canterbury had 161 houses
contributed by n manors1. The problem has arisen : how
are we to explain this * tenurial heterogeneity', and what
was the nature of the tie which connected houses in a
borough with particular rural properties ? The solution has
been found in the Domesday account of Oxford, where
" the king has twenty mural houses ", so called " because
if need be, and the king command, they repair the town"2.
According to the ' garrison' theory, every shire had a
fortified town to which the inhabitants repaired in times
of emergency, and the duty of maintaining its fortifications
was imposed upon all the landowners as part of their
trinoda necessitas or military obligations. To avoid a sum-
mons at inconvenient seasons, some thegns, though not
all3, maintained houses in the county borough, and furnished
them with retainers who were intended to discharge their
lord's liabilities. This theory involves wide and interest-
ing issues. The typical English borough, it would follow,
did not develop out of the peace of the market-cross;
it was not, in its origin, a centre of traffic where traders
congregated to exchange their wares, but a fortified town
serving military purposes4. " The borough ", says Maitland,
11 does not grow up spontaneously; it is made ; it is
'wrought'; it is 'timbered'"6. Ultimately the military
aspect of the borough came to be dominated by the com-
mercial element; the county town as a fortified place with
a mint and a court was the natural centre for traffic, and
offered special inducements to the trader. Subsequently
other boroughs were founded with similar institutions, but
they differed widely from the older boroughs, since they were
* simple' boroughs whose inhabitants, united by tenurial
homogeneity, shared the same lord between them.
This theory has met with much criticism, but the alter-
1 Ballard, Domesday Boroughs, n, 17.           a Domesday Book, i. 154 a.
5 Ballard, Domesday Boroughs, 31. In Buckinghamshire only 8 land-
owners out of 57 had town houses.
4 The Anglo-Saxon borough is represented in Stephenson, Borough and
Town, as primarily a fortress. For this view, see infra, p. 196, note 4.
* Maitland, Domesday Book and Beyond, 219.